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1. Fandom Will Eat Itself

Author’s Note:
      ETA 7/13/2020: Jeez, I hear this old thing is getting attention again. TBH, I haven’t reread it since 2015 myself. I remember the tone being pretty assholish and some of the argumentation being pretty weak. It’s a thing I bashed out in an afternoon while pissed at a white tryhard ex friend. Think of it as a douchey, off-the-cuff blog post because that’s what it is. I leave it up because both it and the comments it generated are of historical interest.

I apologized years ago for the tone and the divisiveness. I stand by that apology.

I also stand by my assertion that fandom has a massive Radfem problem and that hating on kink and trying to police fanfic content is bad.

    


    
    Like most meta in fandom, this essay has an agenda. In this case, it is to call out anti-slash bias that is disguised as activism. The second part discusses fanworks about people of color: why are there so few, what can we do to encourage their creation, avoiding self-defeating hypocrisy in activism.

The kind of pseudo-activism I am talking about turns up in meta posts, fandom secrets, fic comments, and many other places. It takes forms like:


	“Slash is the majority of fandom because fandom hates women!”

	“Slashers are all racists who ship nothing but ATG whitecock.”

	Conflating gender preferences in shipping with race preferences

	Numerical analyses of AO3 fics with no mention of other platforms

	Blaming the lack of femslash on the prevalence of slash while ignoring het and gen


Here is a recent post from Fandom!Secrets that is a relatively staid version of what I’m talking about. It at least acknowledges the idea that the rest of fandom might be equally bad and doesn’t criticize fans for shipping slash exclusively, but it still goes straight for nonsense like “white tears” and fixates on the lack of shipping of specific characters.




  [image: Fandom!Secret about racism in slash]
 



  “I think it’s ridiculous and kind of sad how many slash fans (made up of mostly white, cisgender women) think that their “preference” for white dick on white dick is somehow completely above criticism. The more thoughtful meta and essays I read on this subject, the more I’m convinced (as a white passing person myself) that this “preference” is latent racism. Every justification, excuse, and deflection I see from slash fans about why they don’t slash [insert man of colour] with anyone just reads like the same tired old bullshit. At what point are slash fans going to admit that we have just as big of a race problem as regular fandom, maybe even at some times even a much bigger one?

  Secret because: Nobody likes being called a racist, not even a latent one. And instead of being self-reflective about slash (and yaoi) fandom’s major problems (and there are plenty), they’ll scream and stomp their feet like angry five year olds until someone soothes their white tears. Wow, I never thought I would use the phrase “white tears” but to be honest, there is really no other word for how offended I see some slash fans act when you comment on how lilywhite dick on ghostpale dick is all the fandom at large slashes.

  (Bonus: Naming one or two kinda-sorta-maybe semi-popular couples with a man of colour does not mean that this still isn’t a systemtic issue.)


 

Centrumlumina wrote some excellent meta on AO3 a couple of years ago that was widely circulated on Tumblr. I’ll be referencing it frequently in this essay because it was influential.* While, overall, I think centrumlumina did great work, she shows a total lack of knowledge of AO3’s history, which leads to her reasonable-sounding writing coming across like a massive guilt trip about people who primarily ship m/m. Here are some excerpts from her post on Why M/M?




  “In the light of the AO3 survey, especially the result that most M/M fans surveyed were non-heterosexual women, I have been having a lot of discussions with people about the possible reasons why queer women are interested in slash, to the near-exclusion of all other possible pairing types.”

  …

  “If you read this far, you would probably find examining your own reasons for enjoying M/M (or whatever kind of fic you prefer) an interesting, if potentially uncomfortable, experience. I’m not claiming that all of the above apply to all slash readers, but they can be a good place to begin thinking about the topic.

  If you are uncomfortable with your own reasons for reading what you do, then try to change your habits. Read more works featuring other kinds of relationships, and leave feedback on them - for rare pairings in your fandom, this will normally be much appreciated. If you would be interested in producing your own fanworks for female characters and F/M or F/F relationships, then do so.”

  …

  “Obviously, this is not a problem any one person has caused, and it isn’t a problem any one person can fix. However, no progress can be achieved without acknowledging that this trend is symptomatic of a lot of problems in our society - sexism and heterosexism (and cissexism and racism, although those have not been dealt with directly here) are as much a part of fandom as they are of the rest of the world. They do influence us, what we read and what we write.”


 

These examples are the nice version. That’s a huge guilt-trip there with m/m-only taste being called out as a problem to be solved, but centrumlumina is just writing meta in her own space. I think some of her starting premises are flawed, but I respect her interest in sparking friendly conversation.



There is also a not nice version involving harassment and bringing this shit to other people’s space, and I see it more often than I would like.

 

Why Write this Essay?
First, I am calling this anti-slash bias out because I don’t like bullies, and this kind of parasitic “activism” typically goes after the most vulnerable, easily-cowed targets. Second, I am calling it out because much of it depends on an ignorance of fandom history, and I love fandom history and want to share it with everyone. Third, I am calling it out because it backfires: It does little or nothing to stem the tide of so-called “whitecock” juggernauts while making it unpleasantly fraught to write about people of color. It prioritizes the “safety” of fictional women over that of real women. And it encourages the writing of joyless dutyfic, not any of the fic we’d actually like to read. This makes it as pointless as it is cruel. Enough is enough.

I intend this essay to be a rallying cry for civility and tolerance. I also intend it to educate by providing historical perspective and non-AO3 context that is missing from most of the frothing rants on this subject.

I would like to propose two ideas:

1. Effective activism has an objective. If you can’t define an objective and explain how your activist activities will help achieve it, you need to rethink those activities. If you can’t explain why you’re seeking the objective, you need to rethink that as well.

2. If your goal is “If you would just consider [why you slash, why you like so many white guys, why you don’t ship much f/f, why you don’t write this pairing],” rejoice, for we have already achieved that goal! In the 60’s. And the 70’s. And the 80’s. And the 90’s…

Fandom has been self-analyzing since there was fandom: Don’t try to teach your grandma to suck eggs!

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * I’m trying not to link directly to obscure things because this topic leads to wank following people home, and I’d rather not sic the internet on somebody who hasn’t already invited this kind of discussion.

        




2. Why Gender and Race are Not the Same


    
    A common tactic of anti-slash meta is to point out how slashers fail to be interested in some character of color and how they snub some highly shippable female character as part of the same rant. I think this is popular because everyone agrees that both sexism and racism are bad, sexism and racism often intersect, and using the two arguments together makes the “evidence” of slash fandom’s issues look more damning. Here is the problem: For these two arguments to go together, one must accept that the following two statements are equivalent:

I am not attracted to women.

I am not attracted to black people.

While no one is owed anyone else’s lust, if you can’t name even one black person you find hot, that probably says something unpleasant about racist societies instilling racist beauty standards in their members. If you aren’t attracted to even one woman, on the other hand, that just means you’re a straight girl. (Or a gay man.) Are we really saying that monosexuality is unacceptable?

People ship for many reasons, and they choose characters for gen fic for many reasons, but a very significant reason is some constellation of sexual and romantic attraction. While fandom contains many queer women, it also contains many straight women.* It is not unreasonable to think that some straight women are interested in m/m because they don’t find women erotically or romantically exciting. And, look, straight people don’t need anybody’s protection most of the time, but trying to shame straight women for their sexuality isn’t activism.

Therefore, I think it is important to decouple race and gender when looking at shipping patterns. If slash fandom has a race problem, that can be discovered by looking just at slash fandom. A gender problem can only be analyzed by looking at fandom overall.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * 30%? 60%? Surveys vary, but even the ones that show a majority of queer fans show a significant number of straight ones, enough to have an influence on shipping percentages. My experience has always been that there are a ton of bisexual slash fans just like me, but that we don’t actually make up the majority. We’re simply more interested in answering surveys because we have more to say about our sexuality. We also gravitate to other queer people, so our surveys on our f’lists trend queerer than a hypothetical objective survey of fandom. Unfortunately, knowing that this bias exists doesn’t make it any easier to quantify what effect it has.

        




3. Won’t Somebody Think of the Het?


    
    Let’s start with gender. One of the most common complaints I see is that fandom is dominated by m/m shipping. Fandom must hate women! Look at how little femslash there is! Look at these AO3 graphs!

Whoa there. Let’s step back for a second and pick that apart: “Fandom” in these rants generally means fic-writing fandom as demonstrated by the number of fics on AO3. I’m not convinced fic numbers are the correct measure here. I think there are valid reasons why patterns in fic and patterns in other fanworks may differ, and most of us would agree that “fandom” is more than just fic. I also think that interest and the actual production of fanworks are two different things. And liking characters and shipping them are not the same thing. But leaving all that aside for the moment, the big issue here is that people are routinely using AO3 as a measure without considering how that might influence their data. A second, and related, issue is dividing fic into the categories of Slash and Everything Else.

Every analysis of AO3 agrees: AO3 has a lot of slash. It also has a fair amount of other stuff. In 2013, destinationtoast did an analysis that showed AO3 having, overall, 43% slash, 21% gen, and 15% het. [See here on AO3 or here on Tumblr for pictures.] Looking at the total numbers of works right now, in 2016, but not trying to account for works marked multiple ways or that use zero category tags, I get 45% slash, 22% het, and 20% gen.

My analysis of individual fandoms shows that a few massive ones like Supernatural are almost all slash, but other big AO3 fandoms often have a more even balance of slash, gen, and het. [See here on Tumblr.]

But what is there not a lot of? Femslash! Over and over, we see the same pattern: There is lots of slash. There may be lots of gen and/or het. But femslash makes up only a tiny percentage of the fic. There are a few fandoms like Once Upon a Time where this is not the case, but it’s pretty consistent across most fandoms represented on AO3. Therefore, I take issue with the idea that we should divide fic into slash and not slash. If we’re playing the “Why isn’t X popular?” game, it is femslash that should be in a category by itself with slash, gen, and het “stealing” market share. [NB: I don’t think they actually steal market share. That’s a ridiculous way to look at shipping. But it’s the subtext of many a rant, so I mention it here.]

If we’re going to blame anything, it must be all of the fic that is not femslash. So when I see a rant that picks out slash and only slash, I know the writer has an axe to grind… Or else they’ve never set foot outside of AO3.

Let’s say that we accept the idea that shipping is the measure of how much fandom values a character. If women are valued, they will be shipped. So does AO3’s 15-20% het stat mean that het is unpopular? Here is where fandom history comes into play:




  Who Started AO3?


AO3 started as a post on astolat’s journal about having an archive of one’s own. (Yes, it was a Virgina Woolf reference.) I saw it because I’ve been following astolat for years. She has written wonderful fics in many of my fandoms. I share a lot of her tastes. Her massive Livejournal friendslist also shared her tastes. Like a taste for slash. Like a taste for live action TV and movies from the US and the UK.

For reference, astolat’s AO3 account currently shows 465 works: M/M (390), F/M (50), Multi (21), Gen (21), F/F (4). Or about 80% slash.

Her biggest fandoms, as currently listed, are:


	American Idol RPF (55)

	Person of Interest (TV) (49)

	Supernatural (36)

	Stargate Atlantis (34)

	Harry Potter - J. K. Rowling (21)

	The Sentinel (20)

	Smallville (19)

	Thor (Movies) (17)

	Merlin (TV) (15)



I bring this up not because there’s anything wrong with astolat’s taste but because she was the driving force behind getting AO3 started, and she did it by galvanizing friends and fans of her work. Her AO3 account is a fairly representative snapshot of the part of fandom she was able to reach best. Astolat’s flist volunteered to be the first OTW staff and the first AO3 users. They told their friends and they told their friends and news of AO3 spread quickly to Livejournal Western media slash fandom. It spread other places too, but it spread fastest and farthest among people who liked the things it already had a lot of and who had friends who already used it.




  Why are All of the Slashers Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?*


Here’s the thing, a lot of those slashers were on Livejournal, following astolat, because we were unwelcome elsewhere. We ditched Fanfiction.net over the porn ban or because of anti-slash trolls. (Personally, I didn’t like the porn ban because I like explicit sex scenes, but there is also the consideration that m/m content tends to be rated higher, inside and outside of fandom, than m/f content of equivalent explicitness. A porn ban is always going to hit m/m harder.) Some of the other multifandom archives didn’t allow underage or had other restrictions that made them unsuitable for certain big, popular slash fandoms. Most of us never knew about Media Miner because it’s primarily an anime fandoms archive.

People of like tastes congregate together.

One of those tastes is for categorizing all fic according to the type of ship it contains. That’s a top-level category in the brains of AO3’s userbase and in AO3’s labeling structure. This is the case for virtually no other multifandom archive of any size. Specific pairings are often a top-level category in single-fandom archives. Genres, including “Romance”, are top-level categories on Fanfiction.net. But if you want to read all of the bakery AUs starring all of the men from everything ever and be sure they’re bonking other men in the process, AO3 and AO3 alone has the site architecture for you!

This means that meta analyses of fandom shipping trends disproportionately draw their data from AO3 because those data are easy to acquire.

Analyzing AO3 is fun. I don’t want to discourage anyone from doing it if they like geeking out over fandom statistics. But when those analyses are used to complain that there is Too Much Slash, I get mad. Of course there is a lot of slash here: AO3 was founded by slashers so we would have a safe place to post our kinky porn. Quit trying to take that away! AO3 already allows all types of fic; it doesn’t need to become more hostile to slash just to make other things welcome.




  Life Outside of AO3


Step outside of AO3, and you find a very different story. Media Miner, a major multifandom archive of the 00s that is (was?) a hub of Inu Yasha fandom, is 52% het, 37% gen, and only 10% slash. It includes fandom categories for many anime series that are full of guys, guys, and more guys, but there just isn’t much m/m on the site. It was very difficult to get accurate numbers (see that tumblr post for details on methodology), but the overall trend was clear.

Wattpad I had even more trouble analyzing. I ended up taking a sample of popular fics and hand counting what type of shipping they contained. The trend was staggeringly clear: 89% Mary Sue/Canon Guy and only 5% slash. A lot of that is RPF, often of boy bands or social media celebrities, so there aren’t necessarily any canon women who are being excluded in favor of Mary Sue ships. (In fandoms like Harry Potter, I found fewer OFCs and more Hermione!Sue.) Wattpad is also exceedingly full of Readerfic where the protagonist is listed as “y/n” (your name). The search features are crap, and I don’t like any of the common fic trends, but Wattpad has many loyal adherents. Slash certainly isn’t unpopular. I’m told this is where the ravening Larry hordes hang out. But these other stats show that Larry was tagged approximately 61,000 times as a pairing, but that there are over a million and a half 1D fics. (Which means the percentage of slash in that fandom is similar to what I came up with in my dodgy analysis.)

Yeah, Wattpad might be all 13-year-olds, but they’re fanfiction writers just like the rest of us, and their OFC fics still count. All six point seven million of them!

And then there’s the granddaddy of them all, Fanfiction.net. Lots of fans have written meta analyzing FFN trends, but shipping data is hard to come by. FFN has always resisted adding “slash” as a genre category, and a pairings feature was added so recently as to be completely useless in analyzing most fandoms. Even the character tags often post-date most of the fic in a fandom, and FFN users go for minimal tagging, not like Tumblr and AO3.

Frankly, I’m a bit stumped on how to get useful data from FFN. Destinationtoast attempted to compare HP, SPN, and Sherlock between AO3 and FFN. See here. Gen was much more popular on FFN. The biggest ships in these fandoms seem to be m/m on either site, but Hermione/Draco and Sherlock/Molly are more popular on FFN than on AO3, and various slash ships are bigger on AO3 than on FFN.

I have compared Inu Yasha, Sailor Moon, and Naruto. IY fandom has a reputation for being all about the canon het, though I was in that fandom, so I know there were a lot of minor m/m pairings. Sailor Moon has a reputation for being very heavy on canon het with a big side serving of yuri. Naruto has epic shipwars between m/f ships but also a massive m/m fandom.

I found that these patterns showed on both AO3 and FFN. In the case of IY, both sides were dominated by het, but FFN had a big chunk of gen, while AO3 had a big chunk of slash. For SM, gen and het were both big on FFN (~40% each); femslash made up 15% of the fic, while slash was almost nonexistent. On AO3, het and gen were still roughly equal to each other, but they were around 30% each, much lower than on FFN. Femslash was bigger than on FFN, and slash, while small in the context of the fandom, was also much more significant than on FFN. Naruto also had ~40% het and gen on FFN. In this case, the rest of the fandom was mostly slash. On AO3, slash dominated the fandom (~40% to het’s ~26% and gen’s 22%). Other categories were negligible.

Clearly, there are certain types of canon that attract slashers, and they’re going to have a lot of slash no matter what site you look at. (Supernatural, for example.) Canons like Sailor Moon with its bazillion developed women and very few men are not going to attract slashers in vast numbers, even if they have canon m/m (as SM does in some versions). The nature of a specific fandom has a lot of influence. However, the differences between FFN and AO3 are easy to see: FFN has a much stronger tendency to het and gen than AO3 does.

AO3 is growing rapidly, but FFN is very old and very massive. That’s one hell of a lot of het and gen fic! Just because I and many fandom stats compilers prefer to use AO3 for our own fic does not mean we should overlook FFN or consider it out-of-date when analyzing fandom trends. Plenty of fic writers still use FFN as their primary base of operations and don’t care about AO3 at all.

To recap:

Media Miner: 52% het; 10% slash

Wattpad: 89% het; 5% slash

FFN: more het than AO3 and less slash, but percentages are elusive

We’re not talking about some tiny, het-only archive here: all three of these are major fandom spaces with a major influence on culture in some part of fandom. Can we lay to rest the silly idea that “Fandom”, as a general trend, is dominated by slash? Het shippers are legion, including on multi-fandom, multi-pairing-types archives. Looking outside of fic archives, many fandoms with a big het fanbase post their fics on official forums and single-fandom or single-pairing places.

“Fandom” does ship women. There are clear historical reasons why AO3 has such a large proportion of m/m, namely that slash has often been unwelcome elsewhere and that AO3 spread via social networks to people with similar tastes. Criticizing AO3 for having too much slash is not activism. All it shows is a lack of historical perspective.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * Yes, obviously, I am referencing Beverly Tatum.

        




4. Ye Olden Dayes When Fandom was K/S


    
    I wasn’t around back in the old days of zine fandom, but I’ve been doing oral history interviews, and I use Fanlore, OTW’s wiki on fandom history. Back in the day, zines were divided into “slash” and “gen”. Gen just meant “not slash” once slash got popular enough that the default, unmarked zines started to need a term. There was no term for het. There were no femslash zines. Later on, more explicit zines with heterosexual content started to be called “adult”, but it’s clear that people weren’t always good about labeling, and lots of “gen” had way more m/f in it than that term implies online today. A few zines had mixed pairing types. A few femslash fics pop up in early zines here and there, but femslash didn’t really come into its own until the 90s as far as I can tell.

What is interesting is that zines themselves and all of the early writing on fandom like Enterprising Women agree: Star Trek zines were much more than just K/S. But, for some reason*, a lot of meta-writing fans complain that only the history of slash is well documented or that m/m dominated fandom back then and that’s why it still does.

Fanlore is a project of OTW and full of m/m-shipping wiki editors. It is attempting to be a record of every fanzine ever, but if there is a bias, I would expect it to be towards slash zines. The Star Trek: TOS categories show:


	291 Category:Star Trek TOS Slash Zines


	651 Category:Star Trek TOS Gen and Het Anthology Zines


	500 Category:Star Trek TOS Gen and Het Novel Zines




The parent category lists another 297 TOS zines. There is also an actor zine category with 66, and a nonfiction category with 253.

Whichever way you slice it, slash was the minority back in the day too. You can still see this attitude in really old fandom institutions like Media West Con, where slash vids have to be shown after 9pm and after the mature het vids have played so that people who don’t want to encounter slash can avoid them. All panels have to be designated either “slash” or “gen” ahead of time. Gag me!

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * Assholishness.

        




5. But Why is there No Femslash?


    
    But there is. There’s lots!

I brought up astolat’s (and my) taste for US/UK live action media earlier. I’ll go further and mention that I am very fond of bad crime procedurals, some flavors of sff, and TV series from decades past. One thing these canons often have in common is a totally pathetic lack of diversity in their main casts. They add to that by giving the women all of the rape and baby plots and the men all of the plots that interest me. They position the women physically behind the men and give them fewer reaction shots, closeups, and non-OTS singles (something that I notice as a vidder). Even when they’re in a scene, nominally having an emotional reaction, the face that we see reacting—the face whose emotions are important and intended to inspire empathy and identification in the audience—is the face of one of the leading men nearly every time.

This says very bad things about US media. If you want to protest and demand change there, go to! But I wish people would stop attacking hobbyist women. Those are the easy targets, and tearing them down won’t accomplish anything. Networks, studios, and the companies that advertise on TV are the culprits behind the lily-white sausagefest that is much of Western mass media.

prokopetz made a post back in September 2014 commenting that:




  “It just kills me when writers create franchises where like 95% of the speaking roles are male, then get morally offended that all of the popular ships are gay. It’s like, what did they expect?”


In a later post, he (?) does a little thought experiment: imagine that a tv show has 12 characters, 3 of them female. Pretend they’re all equally likely to be shipped. (25% female with the women all being as developed as the men is doing well compared to US live action TV in a number of genres, but we’ll let that pass.) If you just calculate all of the 2-person ships you’d get from crossing them every which way, you end up with:
  Possible F/F ships: 3

Possible F/M ships: 27

Possible M/M ships: 36


Or 55% m/m, 42% m/f, and 5% f/f. That’s about what you tend to see in my fandoms. Because, again, I like media that are stuffed to the brim with dudes and that don’t usually develop the women—or, if they do, it’s one woman in isolation, and none of the women have interesting relationships with other women.
  You do not have to spend your life watching US cop shows.


In my experience, most fans who genuinely prefer femslash do not hang around in fandoms with a billion m/m juggernauts and a few random pair-the-spares f/f options unless they’re the kind of people who are always into the rare pairs and fandoms of one. They opt for fandoms with canon f/f, whether or not the focus is on fic. They opt for f/f juggernaut fandoms like Xena or fandoms with a major f/f ship like Star Trek: Voyager or Once Upon a Time. They also often opt for types of media that aren’t afraid to have 90% female casts.

I just mentioned a bunch of live action US TV because that’s what I consume. That isn’t where I’d go if I really wanted a femslash/yuri fandom experience though. I would head straight for webcomics, cartoons, shoujo manga, magical girl anime, and other things that more often have female-dominated casts. I hear Homestuck has some massive f/f pairings even if the total amount of m/m and m/f is higher, for example.

Here are some examples of things I know have a lot of f/f because I’ve been on social media and in fandom for more than 30 seconds and they’re inescapable. Keep in mind, this is just using AO3 stats—M/M-tastic AO3

Steven Universe

F/F (2134)

Gen (973)

F/M (442)

Other (341)

Multi (247)

M/M (119)

Once Upon a Time

F/M (14014)

F/F (8649)

Gen (3836)

M/M (1100)

Multi (695)

Other (254)

Rizzoli & Isles (Okay, this one I only know about because it’s a dreadful cop show with weird, vaguely homophobic, same-sex UST. What can I say? When it comes to canons, I have a type.)

F/F (916)

Gen (109)

F/M (34)

M/M (10)

Multi (7)

Other (4)

Legend of Korra

F/F (2860)

F/M (1875)

Gen (1371)

M/M (497)

Multi (269)

Other (119)

Mahou Shoujo Madoka Magica

F/F (562)

Gen (471)

F/M (77)

Multi (58)

M/M (41)

Other (33)

Carmilla (Web Series)

F/F (4377)

Other (370)

Gen (320)

F/M (266)

Multi (236)

M/M (42)

The 100

F/M (7277)

F/F (5809)

M/M (1262)

Gen (1067)

Multi (564)

Other (124)

Orphan Black

F/F (1757)

Gen (584)

F/M (166)

Multi (97)

M/M (74)

Other (42)

Agent Carter

F/F (1576)

F/M (1113)

Gen (534)

M/M (279)

Multi (146)

Other (30)

Adventure Time

F/F (398)

M/M (225)

Gen (188)

F/M (165)

Multi (58)

Other (27)

Homestuck

M/M (17684)

F/M (9918)

Gen (7229)

F/F (5763)

Multi (3695)

Other (1917)

Warehouse 13

F/F (1307)

Gen (577)

F/M (182)

M/M (95)

Multi (35)

Other (18)

Supergirl (TV 2015)

F/F (849)

Gen (213)

F/M (157)

Multi (25)

M/M (25)

Other (13)

Or how about Glee? Faberry con is a con entirely dedicated to a single f/f pairing. Or TGIF, a recent femslash con in Los Angeles. I didn’t go because why would I inflict my slasher ass on a femslash con, but I hear it was a good time.

I understand being jealous that the shambling corpse of Supernatural keeps getting renewed for new TV seasons and getting even more thousands and thousands of fics, but there are plenty of active femslash fandoms, even if you only look at fic and at AO3. 

When I see someone haranguing a fandom like, say, MCU movie fandom for not shipping f/f enough, I don’t wonder what’s wrong with the fandom: I wonder why that fan hasn’t bothered to seek out the many popular f/f fandoms that do exist. Perhaps the joy of harassing other fans for their ignoble shipping preferences is greater than the joy of finding fellow femslashers to squee with?

Anyhow, slash fics do outnumber femslash, but I don’t think this is something worth getting upset about. Het and gen fics also outnumber femslash overall. But who looks at fandom overall? We experience our own f’lists and dashboards, the fics we choose to click on and the fests we choose to sign up for. If one wants an all-femslash, all-the-time experience, it’s attainable. You just have to seek it out.

But if you don’t want that, don’t come bothering me about the fact that I don’t either, you know? And don’t blame it all on m/m slash.

I’m reminded of one of the AO3 census charts that showed reading tastes by age. Here’s a typical reaction:




  “This is rather fascinating. Of course it’s unsurprising (and kinda sad) that everyone wants to read about two dudes. But the change in the popularity of stories about two women from older to younger folks is striking. Teens want to read about two women just as much as a man and a woman, while the 40+ crowd almost completely rejects lesbian stories. Hopefully this portends a generation shift in attitudes. Still got a ways to go but it’s happening…”


(Yes, I know you can probably find where that came from. Please don’t go bothering that person a couple of years after the fact. They’re only saying what lots of other people do and have the misfortune to be eminently quotable and easily findable while I’m writing this essay. I’m quoting them so I don’t create an accidental strawman by making up a prototypical quote, not because I want to single them out specifically.)

What strikes me most about this comment is that it was made by somebody with a Stucky gif in their sidebar and an AO3 account full of bookmarks of m/m. As far as I can tell, their ships are Stucky, Stony, and Johnlock. And probably something from SPN since there are pictures of Dean all over their tumblr—not to mention SGA and every other fandom that gets a lot of disapproving “boo, hiss, whitecock!” comments made about it. Plus a little Hamilton, TFA, Agents of Shield, and one lone Carmilla post.

Now, I don’t know the poster from Adam, and they probably like plenty of things I can’t instantly spot with ten seconds of snooping around their tumblr. But I notice that they’re very quick to judge the dreaded Old People* for having the poor taste to ship all of the dudes—while simultaneously having a tumblr that looks exactly like the taste that they are decrying.

They are not alone. I could probably find a hundred more just like this one from people with a similar slate of white/white slash juggernauts and a tiny sprinkling of other interests. Routinely, pressure to ship more femslash and shame over not shipping enough comes from people who have this taste profile. It’s all very Do As I Say, Not As I Do.

Femslash is great. Lots of people are here specifically for the f/f. Let’s not gum up the works with a bunch of forced enthusiasm, okay? If you’re actually into f/f, go find your people. If you’re not, find what makes you happy and do that. Don’t ship things because it’s #so important.

It’s disrespectful to people with a genuine interest.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * If I had to advance a theory on the discrepancy between different ages’ self-reported reading habits, I’d say it’s probably that the 40+ femslash fans are still in f/f-centric spaces that predate AO3, and they have no reason to move, while younger fans of all types are finding AO3 via Tumblr and aren’t entrenched in other f/f-centric spaces.

        




6. Race and Shipping


    
    Enough about gender. Slash fandom is also often accused of being racist in its shipping patterns. I have mixed feelings about whether that’s true and about how we approach the issue if it is, but I do agree that it’s worth looking at. As I said before “I’m not attracted to black people” is a deeply problematic statement in a way that “I’m not attracted to women” is not.

One note: I have absolutely no use for “Why don’t you ship the lead woman of color with the lead hot white guy???” as an argument for why some whitecock ship is bad. The answer is usually: “Because I don’t ship het at all.” If we’re specifically accusing slash fandom of being more racist than other parts of fandom in its shipping patterns, we should compare slash pairings to slash pairings. If we want to talk about how Western society undervalues black women (which it does), we need to look at that in the context of other ships that involve women.

Speaking of which, yes, I will be looking at this from a primarily US perspective on race. There are three reasons for this: First, I am from the US. Second, the arguments and bullying I am addressing primarily come up in fandoms for US media. Third, and most importantly, those arguments themselves use US concepts of race, like who counts as “latino”, not really recognizing the concept of white ethnic minorities, treating all non-white ethnic minorities as a vast, undifferentiated sea of POC, treating “non-white” and “ethnic minority” as the same thing regardless of location and context, and being much more fixated on black-white race issues than any others.

That stuff out of the way, I’m left with some basic questions:

Is “whitecock” the majority of slash? That is, is it disproportionately so, beyond the extreme whiteness of Western media? Are we blaming a symptom instead of looking for the disease?

“I’m never attracted to [ethnicity]” does seem racist to me, but is fandom more racist than the default in this respect?

Is “whitecock” actually a problem? What are we supposedly losing because some white/white ships are “too popular”?

To go back to my introduction: What is our objective? “Less whitecock” is not objectively good or bad by itself, so what are we aiming for, specifically, and why? What would an ideal, less racist fandom look like?


  Background Radiation Racism



Fandom doesn’t exist in a vacuum. Even if we were to do better than mainstream culture, we’d still be reflecting its biases. So what are those biases?

Outside of anime fandom and RPF, many of the largest fandoms are based on mainstream Western TV and Movies, mostly from the US or the UK. It is well known that US media is highly racist in its casting practices. Here’s a statistic showing that 70-80% of our film characters are white. (Not leads: characters!) TV is similarly bad. On top of that, even when there is a major character of color, it is common for them to play a stereotypical role: blandly supportive best friend, not manic pixie dream girl. Sensible boss, not dashing nemesis. Family sitcom character, not starship pilot. We shouldn’t discount the effect this has on overall fandom shipping behavior:

An analysis of how many of the top AO3 ships are white/white is likely a reflection of what is on US TV sets.

There is also the question of real life dating tastes. There is more to shipping than this, but fans’ own sexual and romantic preferences do play a large role in who we want to see being sexual and romantic. So what’s the default situation outside of fandom?

OKCupid is an online dating site that is popular in the US but used all over the world. It trends young and progressive compared to many dating sites, and it allows options for not only bisexuality but a whole host of orientations and gender identities that aren’t served well by other sites. It seems like a reasonable population to compare to fandom.

Most people on OKC answer match questions claiming that they have no racial preference and that they do not have a strong preference for members of their own race. How they use the site tells another story. In this analysis of user behavior from 2009 to 2014, OKC found that users were much more attracted to their own race. Black and Asian men got a penalty. Black women got a penalty. White people got a bonus. They go on to talk about how they can tell that it’s not the case that a few outliers are throwing off the data and how data from other dating sites shows the same patterns. They end with the following comment:

“So, yes, this is all just dating data, but it shows who and what we define as beautiful. And that’s something that affects everyone.”

I am sure that this general bias shows up in fandom, probably at the same rate it shows up elsewhere, however much we’d like to be better than the average. Let me underline two things here:

1. This is not the fault of ~white girls~. Everyone, of any race or gender, who wants the D on OKC worships whitecock specifically.

2. This is a tremendously strong and consistent pattern in real life dating tastes. Trying to get people to change their shipping tastes may be like slapping a bandaid on a sucking chest wound.

I’m not suggesting that the patterns are okay. I think we can all see why it’s a problem that black people and Asian men are systematically seen as not attractive. But most fandom meta on this kind of topic blames “white fangirls” for something that is seen among all adults of every race and sex or gender. This is not a fandom problem and it is not a white problem. If we want to dismantle it, we need to be realistic about the nature of the issue. Writing a couple of fics about A/B instead of C/D is not going to affect a problem of this scope.


  How White is Fandom?



It almost doesn’t matter, looking at those OKC numbers. But, hey, let’s look at some half-baked stats anyway. The best thing I can find is centrumlumina’s AO3 census. There were about 10k recipients. 80% female; 4% male. 84% white; 8% Asian; 6% Latin;. 6% mixed; 2% black. (People could pick more than one.)

It’s possible that this sample of AO3 users was skewed in some way, so the results aren’t a completely accurate representation of AO3. AO3 doesn’t represent all of fandom. We should take the numbers with a grain of salt. Yadda yadda. But the general trend is extremely clear: while there is some diversity, an overwhelming majority of AO3 users are white women. Black fans are particularly few in number. These percentages are consistent with what I’ve seen at conventions and gatherings of the sorts of fans who make fanworks. Per OKC, we can expect that this is a population that is mostly attracted to white people and that is particularly not attracted to black people. This is before we get to any fandom-specific issues. This is the base level of racism in tastes we’d expect simply because fans are human and not immune to the cultures they come from.


  How American is Fandom?



Much less than it is white, in my experience, but it depends on which part of fandom you’re looking at. AO3 posted some stats back in 2014 about sessions by country. It showed something like 61% US, 11% UK, 8% Canada, and 5% Australia. Numbers drop off quickly, and the top ones are English-speaking countries with white-dominated cultures. This leads me to believe that the OKC findings are relevant.


  How White are AO3 Ships?



It would be impossible to get an accurate figure on how white all shipping everywhere is, but since I’m now looking specifically at slash and particularly slash of Western media, AO3 is going to be fairly representative of what fic is getting written.

Centrumlumina’s analysis of the top 100 ships provides a good look at juggernauts on AO3. Out of those 200 characters in the ships, 24 are POC and 12 are of ambiguous race. It’s an interesting analysis, but I think it was reaching too hard to call various people POC. Looking at those data, including number of works, I calculate that the sample is distributed about as follows:

86% white ships

5% POC ships

5% ships where the actor is a POC but the character is ambiguous

2% Homestuck and video game characters whose appearance you can choose

2% Anime ships with two Japanese characters

So that could be like 14% POC ships, but I suspect 7% is more realistic in terms of how fans see the pairings they’re writing. The only two black characters in those pairings are Boyd from Teen Wolf and Gwen from Merlin.


  What’s the Goal Here?



I think that the whiteness of popular ships is a symptom rather than a cause. Looking at your list of ships and calculating what percent contain white people, then getting up to some arbitrary quota of non-white ships will do nothing of importance. That approach by itself leads to writing dutyfic or reading things you’re not actually interested in.

No doubt, a certain number of people are going to be hatereading this essay. Just for you, I have calculated that about 20% of my fic and 30% of my vids are about POC. You can go calculate your numbers and feel smug. Or not. I’m betting not.

If there’s one pattern I have seen over and over, it is that people who get up in my face about race and shipping do not produce many fanworks about non-white characters themselves. So why the aggro?

I think the answer lies in the gap between what it means to know that I ship something and to see that you ship it. In the gap between consumer and producer. In an unspoken assumption that fic defines “fandom”. In a need for juggernaut pairings and megafandoms and a community to join. In a fear of being wrong and being attacked.

My goal is to pick apart all of those unspoken assumptions to show how and why we don’t pay fannish attention to characters of color and what happens when we do. If you wish you shipped more non-white pairings, maybe this will help you understand what’s missing in your current fandoms and where to look for something different instead of just feeling guilty and moping. If you’re a bullying asshole, maybe this will help you direct your energy somewhere more productive.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * OKC also analyzed men seeking men and women seeking women. The same patterns appeared, though women seeking women had a milder version of them. So, no, we can’t blame it on straight people.

        




7. Holding Out For A Megafandom


    
    What does it mean to ship something? Thus far, I’ve done what most analyses of fandom’s taste do: look at fic numbers. What does this approach miss? First, it misses all of the fandom activities that don’t involve fic. Second, it misses the most important part of writing: readers.

I got into fandom during the first season of the X-Files as an argumentative 13 year-old. I am now an argumentative 35-year-old. My primary mode of interacting with fandom was, at first, arguing about the latest episode of canon. Later, I read voraciously in the big Western fandoms without interacting with people and argued and socialized on anime mailing lists. I eventually wrote a fic because someone else’s fic was terrible and out-of-character and wrong, and I had to show people!* I entered wanktastic Harry Potter fandom, became a beta, and went to Nimbus 2003. For years, I mostly just wrote fic for Yuletide. Then I got into vidding and started thinking of myself as a vidder more than a fic writer. At the same time, I finally wrote a few longer fics again. My tastes shifted from m/m to m/m/f. I tried making fan art. I started fanworks exchanges. I worked for OTW for seven years.

In all of that time, the things that have stayed constant are that I usually have offline fandom friends, I am not afraid of a fight, and I am always making something. I often read very little fic because I am too busy hosting events or making fanworks myself. I post very inconsistently to Tumblr these days for the same reason. I’m a small fandom person, for the most part, so I have to bring the party with me. When I say that I ship something or I’m “in” a fandom, I mean I plan to make some fanworks for it, and I would consume fanworks for it if there were any.

When most people say they ship something, I suspect they mean the same: they turned to a friend when they were leaving the theater and went: “Oh my god, I ship it!”




  The Little Red Hen


I propose that there are many tastes in fandom that exist but that aren’t captured effectively by our methods of measurement. Apparent, public, online taste is the tip of the iceberg when so many of us do fandom by talking privately to friends.When people say they want more femslash or more fic about people of color or whatever, I don’t think they’re all just lying for cookies. I think it’s the Little Red Hen principle: They’d love to consume those fanworks if somebody else made good ones. But, first, the fanworks would need to be good, and second, there would need to be enough of them or enough buzz to bring them to the consumer’s attention. Even if I love a canon, am I really going to think to search AO3 for it if there has never been a single fanwork in it before?

Most people are consumers more than producers. They don’t bring the party with them; they need to follow the noise, beer cans, and public indecency to where the party is already in full swing. That means the frat house of megafandoms and juggernaut pairings.

In the first excitement over a new fandom, I’ll read total crap, but I think we all start to get a little picky after we’ve been around for a while. Readers start wanting only their favorite tropes or only the top 10% of good writing craft or only stories over a certain length. In a big pairing, that 10% represents more stories than I’d have time to read. In a small fandom, the number of stories that rise above a first grade spelling level may be countable on two hands. If you’re lucky.


  If you aren’t making stuff yourself and nobody else is making stuff, you will eventually run out of things to do in a fandom.


This goes for every type of fanwork, even gifsets, and it goes for discussion. When I take the time to make picspams and gifsets for my more obscure fandoms, I can’t even get a reblog on Tumblr. Nobody knows what they are, so nobody cares. It’s a waste of my time. I’ll make a vid for just me, but I’m too slow a writer and too lazy a gifmaker to do those without an audience. And in a fandom that obscure, nobody else has made anything that I can quickly reblog: all engagement with the fandom requires a significant investment of time and energy.

My feeling is that there is an underserved audience that would be interested in fanworks about characters of color. The problem is that not enough of this audience coalesces around the same characters of color and that there are other factors inhibiting fanwork creators that don’t happen as often with white characters.

This is epitomized by fanwork exchanges: When I request “diverse” things, I always match on the whitecock. When I offer diverse things, I match on the whitecock. Both I and my recipient like diverse things, but not the same ones. It happened most obviously a few years ago in Festivids…

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * Saitou Hajime from Rurouni Kenshin committed seppuku after reciting a haiku. His reason: he read half of a letter telling him Sano had committed suicide over mistreatment at his hands. The other half of the letter explained that it was only an attempt, and he’d recovered, but Saitou rushed off before finishing reading it. And, apparently, he’s into poetic, melodramatic suicide now. Instead of reading everything 30 times and lurking in the shadows being a master strategist. Wrong! WRONG WRONG WRONG! SO WRONG! MY HATE WILL BURN FOREVER!

        




8. Festivids: A Case Study in Diversity in Fanworks


    
    Festivids is a vidding secret santa exchange for canons with few vids. You can request 6-8 fandoms. Your vidder matches on at least one and can switch to another if they wish. You have to request at least one “safety” source (movie-length), but the rest can be long-ass tv series. You can talk about what characters and ships you like, but your vidder is free to vid literally anything about your source: the matches are fandom only.

A few years ago, I schemed to get a particular recipient because she’d been defaulted on three times in two years and was talking about being cursed. I knew that she liked several movies filled with homoerotic tension and white guys. I offered a bunch of them, and I did successfully get her as my recipient, though she hadn’t requested half of what I offered that particular year. Here is her signup:




  Fandom: The Bionic Woman - 1976 [TV]

Details: Whatever you could want to do in this fandom, would thrill me.

  Fandom: Bosom Buddies [TV]

Details: Something Kip/Henry centric would be awesome-sauce

  Fandom: A Different World [TV]

Details: Denise/Whitley would be excellent - especially since only S1 DVDs are available.

  Fandom: The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air [TV]

Details: Something that celebrates the magic of Will and Carlton or even Will/Carlton

  Fandom: Friday the 13th the Series [TV]

Details: Okay, so I am a Ryan-girl and would love a Ryan vid. I would also love a Ryan/Micki vid as theirlovewassoincestualyetcanon.

  Fandom: Jack’s Back [Movie]

Details: This was the most amazing movie I had ever seen when I was in the seventh grade. It seriously, in the first 20 minutes, blew me away. My tiny mind has never recovered.

  Fandom: The Legend of Billie Jean [Movie]

Details: Wetsuits as Empowerment Gear are awesome.

  Fandom: Rocky Series [Movie]

Details: Anything really but I’d love a Rocky/Apollo vid.


So, to review, 2 black sitcoms, a black/white pairing, 2 girl power canons, het cousincest, a sitcom about two white guys crossdressing, and a creepy movie starring James Spader. Only a ridiculously sanctimonious person could fault the signup: 3 POC requests, 2 female empowerment ones, 1 with a female costar, 1 about crossdressing, and only 1 that is just “look at this pretty white guy” with some actor fandom creams itself over. I matched on Spader, obviously.



That’s always how it happens, in my experience. And, on top of that, only two of these are movies that would be easy to pick up. Rocky is multiple movies, even if you stick to the part with Apollo. The rest are lengthy TV series. A Different World isn’t even out on DVD aside from the first season. I didn’t even know what a bunch of these were, and I’d only seen the one I matched on. (Yes, really, I did not grow up watching Fresh Prince despite being the right age. In fact, I loathe sitcoms and have never regularly watched any of them.)

It’s not that fandom only likes pretty white boys. It’s that if you include even one request like that on your signup, it will be the one you match on. No sane gifter has time to get into a new, lengthy canon just to make you something, especially for an exchange that happens over the holidays. So what did I vid? Well… Like I said, no sane gifter. I vidded them all.

When I went to her journal, I saw that she was sad that an epic pairing vid for the canon het from A Different World would not be possible. I had no idea what A Different World was, but that was like waving a red flag in front of a bull. I bought the whole damn thing off of iOffer and looked at episode guides and the comments on youtube clip compilations to find the important shippy parts. I watched all of three sitcoms on fast forward. (Shudder!) I finally got around to seeing the Rocky series. I legit got into The Bionic Woman and Friday the 13th: The Series (so much so that my vidding schedule was disrupted by me watching them not on fast forward). I was charmed by The Legend of Billie Jean. I went bonkers rewatching all of Spader’s similar creepy movies to make an unrequested multifandom vid about more than just Jack’s Back.

My main motivation was trying to blow her mind by vidding all of her fandoms without exception, not love of these sources per se. I guess you could say that’s less than genuine, but it wasn’t some attempt to vid more diversely just for diversity’s sake. I discovered a love of the sources through vidding them. I really can’t deal with embarrassment squick, so sitcoms are tough for me, but I agreed that Dwayne/Whitley was super epic and the Carlton Dance is possibly the cultural highlight of the 90’s.

Two interesting things happened: First, everyone and their brother watched my Fresh Prince vid. Sure, it’s incest that defiles a beloved childhood favorite, but everybody knows that canon and everybody loves the Carlton Dance. Everybody.

I don’t think I’ve ever had a vid quite as popular as that one. I’m an okay vidder, but that’s not why it was popular. Anybody who vidded Carlton moderately competently would have gotten a decent amount of attention. It’s just that nobody had in that community or that fest. Why not?

Principally, because sitcoms fucking suck to vid. This may not be obvious unless you make vids yourself, but different types of media have very different camerawork. Films intended for theaters tend to move the camera a lot in grand, sweeping gestures that require a lot of time and expensive equipment to get right. That’s where a lot of their “cinematic look” comes from. Those movements look great set to music. Four-camera sitcoms like Fresh Prince are exactly that: four cameras sit in fixed positions, pointed at a stage that the actors use like a theater set. There is no camera movement, and all shots are from the same side of the room. Other kinds of sitcoms are less restricted, but they still often have really bland camerawork because of time and budget. The lighting is ugly. The colors are ugly. Older shows aren’t available in HD or even in good DVD transfers, so it’s hard to blow shots up to get more diversity in look. Fresh Prince’s sole saving grace was having all those dancing parts, but it was still a gigantic pain in the ass to deal with.

A Different World was an absolute horror, especially since I was working with fugly VHS copies that had been digitized. This is significant because the US has had a number of excellent TV series that were majority black and where a lot of black actors who later turned up in CSI and other things got their starts. These are series where black people are the romantic leads and have a variety of personalities and good character development. These series are all sitcoms, a genre which is difficult to vid and which rarely produces much of a fic fandom even if a show is all white. So even when there is good media about people of color, this kind of extra-textual factor can contribute to a lack of vids.

Once somebody does make one, the audience is there, but why would you do that to yourself?

There are plenty of other reasons why fandom pays more attention to white characters. I want to point this one out because it speaks to the complexity of the process whereby we choose what to make. A simplistic approach involving fic numbers and nothing else fails to capture how excited people were by that Carlton vid. When people complain about a lack of love for POC, they are usually complaining about a lack of fic for them to read and ignoring vids and other types of fanworks entirely, but I think there are impediments to fic writing that differ between different kinds of characters too that should be considered if we’re trying to encourage people to write more or trying to write more ourselves. I’ll talk about them later.

The second interesting thing that happened that Festivids was a meta “discussion” about how white Festivids is. I found it significant because it followed the usual pattern of these discussions: somebody who had made a lot of white requests and recced a lot of vids of white people analyzed which vids had the most and the least comments, then tallied up which were about POC, women, etc. and found that vids about young white guys were more popular. This was taken as evidence of something significant, despite the fact that the most commented-on vids were also of the well-known sources and the least commented-on ones were of obscure sources. I offered some tl;dr on the subject, which got shut down with the usual “I suggest you think about why you feel like that”. This is right up there with “It’s not my job to educate you” as a way to kill conversation. I didn’t say so at the time because we were still in the anonymous period, but why I felt like that was that I had just vidded a bunch of people of color, and those sources were on my mind. Sheesh.

I was left feeling like that meta was ridiculously performative and not at all about increasing diversity in festivids. Yes, I am still pissed about it several years on: when I see a fandom person calling for discussion while simultaneously shutting down discussion, I get mad and I stay mad.




  How to Vid More POC


All that finger-pointing just makes genuine interest in vidding POC look like points-grubbing tryhard bullshit. A more useful approach, IMO, would be to solicit POC-centric fandom recs considerably before a fest starts, with an emphasis on the kinds of sources that work well for that fest. In the case of vidding, this would mean something with a person of color as the lead, not a side character. This is because even a major sidekick who is developed and great for fic writing will often lack the reaction shots and screen time that a lead has on a shot-to-shot level. They may mostly appear in wide shots or mostly standing behind other characters or always with some lead who isn’t relevant to the topic of your hypothetical vid and never in a clean single or a two-shot with the character you ship them with. You probably don’t even notice this stuff unless you’re a vidder or a film editor, but bad coverage of secondary characters means that primary leads are exponentially easier to vid. It would also mean looking for sources that are filmed in a big budget Hollywood movie style, not a sitcom or soap opera style. Again, exponentially easier to vid.That said, it’s entirely possible to vid one-episode characters and minor characters with almost no screen time. Increasing one’s comfort with that makes it possible to vid many more characters of color in US media. I just want to emphasize that it’s a distinct skill from vidding two leads as a ship, just like vidding fugly sitcoms is a distinct skill. (Jump cuts. So many jump cuts!)

Another good approach would be to compile lists of requests for characters of color so that people who want to make treats can find them easily.

If you yourself want to vid more POC, just go do that. Who cares how you do it? But if you’re having trouble or you want to help encourage other people to do it, these kinds of filmic concerns should be on your mind. The black lead in a big budget buddy cop movie will be an easier sell than the funny sidekick in five seasons of low budget, badly-shot TV.

There’s nothing wrong with checking out a canon just because it’s diverse in some way, but that has to come from you wanting to do that. If you’re going to motivate other people who aren’t already interested, a successful approach will emphasize making it easy and fun, not guilt tripping people for not having made diverse fanworks in the past. She didn’t need to tell me I should care about diversity: she asked for diverse things because that’s what she actually wanted for Festivids, and her enthusiasm was infectious.

And that’s another important thing here: fans who are popular make people want to get into fandoms and give them treats. Being a jerkass scares people away. Being fun attracts people. Too many efforts to increase representation in fandom focus on gloom and doom and race issues. Most of us, white or not, are much more interested in slashy buddy cops or zany space adventures. Those of us who want to vid that OJ tv series or the new Roots or whatever are going to find those sources just fine without encouragement. Srs Bzns is going to be a minority taste in fandom even if we massively increase racial diversity.




  Srs Bzns Vids


Though… actually, srs bzns can attract attention provided somebody makes the fanwork and it’s in a big fandom where people can find it. I didn’t stay in Sherlock fandom terribly long. In that time, I made an angry vid about Sally for a reverse bang because I wanted there to be at least one non-Johnlock prompt. A writer did pick it but later dropped out and wasn’t replaced. I also made an angry vid about Sherlock and women in general. Finally, I made a parody vid mocking Reichenbach feels. They all got a certain amount of attention.Most people I know in that fandom are huge Johnlock shippers, but that doesn’t mean they were okay with how shittily some of the fandom treated Sally. I probably didn’t get as many hits as I would have for a johnlock vid, but I got something much better: substantive comments. They’re rare enough on fic. They’re tremendously rare on vids. But people had been itching to talk about Sally, and up they popped. Same with my vid about Sherlock’s treatment of women: a fic writer I admired from way back who mostly writes wall-to-wall whitecock popped up to say how much she enjoyed its meta themes.

I find that the audience for meta vids is much larger than the audience for gen fic not about one half of a juggernaut pairing, and the audience for anything that does not conflict with a juggernaut pairing is larger than for anything that does. This is another area where fic count alone doesn’t tell the whole story.

I too find it frustrating when some hot character of color isn’t seen as shippable, but I think we’re too quick to jump to the conclusion that they aren’t valued by fandom. There are many instances where a character like Sally isn’t positioned in canon in a way that makes them easily shippable*, but part of the fandom loves them—meta or vids about them, including them in the background of shippy fic—and part of the fandom is gigantic douchenozzels about them. We shouldn’t conflate the one with the other. Sherlock fandom was full of misogynistic and racist comments about Sally, but that had nothing to do with whether people shipped her or not.

Similarly, I’ve seen people talk about how impossible it is to write fic for The Wire, but vids of it do get made and are very well received.

One’s taste in fic and vids can be quite different. In my case, I love gen vids but am almost totally uninterested in gen fic. I only write it when I get an exchange request for it, and I basically never read it. I am also interested in ship vids for almost any pairing, including femslash, but I rarely read fic for pairings outside of my OTPs (which are mostly m/m or m/m/f). Looking only at the proportion of shippy fic for a character misses other kinds of potential interest fans might have.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          *  Can I ship Sally/me? She was totally hot. Just, good god, why would I ship her with anybody in season 1 or 2?

        




9. The Problem of Clint/Coulson


    
    That’s all very well and good about meta vids about characters of color, I hear you saying, but what we really care about is fic and shipping, and we know fandom is all about whitecock. How else could Clint/Coulson exist? If fandom weren’t racist and sexist, there would be so many other bullshit pairings of people who never interacted and have no characterization, wouldn’t there?

First, yes, I know the first thing you are going to do is run to my AO3 userpage and see if I ship Clint/Coulson. For the record, I think this pairing is ridiculous. I have also vidded it twice.

The first time, someone kept misremembering one of my Miami Vice vids and claiming I had vidded the dreadful My Heart Will Go On instead of the sublime It’s All Coming Back to Me Now. This was when Avengers fandom was in the throes of mourning for Coulson. I could think of no more appropriate vehicle for my Celine-based revenge, bedazzled open heart surgery footage and all. The second time, a friend who runs a slash con and is a big C/C shipper contacted me and said: “I know there isn’t enough footage, but wouldn’t it be funny to do a Clint/Coulson vid to Something to Talk About because there is literally nothing to talk about, but we make a fandom anyway?” This request combined two of my favorite things: the claim that it couldn’t be done and a meta gag involving music use. (That song was legendarily over-vidded in pre-internet fandom the same way Bring Me to Life is a total cliche now.) So I did a meta vid making fun of Avengers fandom.

Once a pairing gets above a certain size, it gets attention simply because it is already popular.

It does mostly happen with white characters, but I see Jessica Pava/Rey picking up steam in TFA fandom, much to my annoyance since my pairing is often tagged on those fics despite appearing for two sentences in the background. When pointing out how whitecock-obsessed fandom supposedly is, these WTF pairings are always the first thing mentioned, but how common are they really?

I’d distinguish Clint/Coulson from Sterek and MCU Stony, both of which I also think are ridiculous. Derek and Stiles barely interact and had negative chemistry, in my opinion, but they both had lots of screen time separately at the beginning, and there was some manhandling. Other people thought they had canonical chemistry. There was that swimming pool thing. It’s not strange that the pairing got popular. In MCU, Steve and Tony barely interacted (until Age of Ultron, I guess? I’d stopped watching the movies by then), but they have all that comics background influencing people. The total out-of-left-field Clint/Coulson pairings are much more surprising.

Looking again at Centrumlumina’s analysis of the top 100 ships on AO3, I’m not seeing a lot of Clint/Coulson types. Loki/Tony is pretty random. Arthur/Eames has been heavily criticized for this kind of thing. But most of that list is more like Will/Hannibal or Ollicity: characters who interact constantly in canon in shippy ways. There are some like Harry/Draco where the fanon version is maybe a bit far from canon, but the characters still have an obvious rivalry of the kind fandom likes.

There simply is not a massive trend towards Clint/Coulson-style pairings that are made up whole cloth. Fandom is mostly taking its inspiration from a much larger amount of canon subtext or text. I think Steve/Bucky and Tony/Bruce have much more shippy stuff in MCU canon than Steve/Tony, and Natasha/Clint makes more sense than Clint/Coulson, but, hey, they’re all on the list of most popular pairings too.

Ultimately, there are very few ships that are actually popular and that have as little canon basis as Clint/Coulson. With such a small sample size, I don’t think we can say anything useful about race or gender in shipping based on the existence of a few crackships.

I don’t think the logic of “But it might as well be original fiction” holds up. Just because many fic writes are untalented hacks writing desperately out-of-character modern day or no powers AUs doesn’t mean they don’t draw inspiration from a strong canon dynamic. Most of us don’t think our fic is out of character. If we wanted to write original fiction, we would be doing that, not writing fanfic.

  



10. If You Don’t Ship Tony/Rhodey, You’re a Racist!


    
    One of the common arguments for slash fandom being racist is a specific pairing not being popular when the attractiveness of the actors and the tropes involved make it seem like an obvious juggernaut. I’m of two minds about this: On the one hand, I do suspect that some of these pairings would have been more popular with two white guys. On the other hand, I think it’s dangerous to fall too far down the hole of requiring people to share our ships. Of course, I am offended that you don’t love my favorite ship: Can’t you see how perfect they are?! How objective can I really be about that? How much is a legitimate pattern I am detecting; how much is frustrated shipper feels? When we look at general (probably racist) shipping patterns, we need to be careful to leave space for individual taste.

When I think about ships that would have been popular if both guys had been white, they are very, very frequently ones with a black man. I won’t say it doesn’t happen with other people of color, but I think this is heavily about American issues with African American men, and trying to make it a general POC thing is an excuse to avoid looking at that. (This is my feeling whenever “Watch more KDramas!” is a proposed answer to a lack of diversity in fanworks. Whatever American prejudices I’ve gotten from American culture are going to apply a lot more to other Americans. Foreigners, even foreigners who look different, who are the majority ethnicity and culture and presented as the unmarked norm in their media aren’t going to trigger as many of those biases.)

The ships I see repeatedly mentioned in this context are, in airing order:


	Scotty/Kelly from I Spy - no fandom for the show compared to The Man from U.N.C.L.E.

	Crockett/Tubbs from Miami Vice - as opposed to Crockett/Castillo

	J.D./Turk from Scrubs - as opposed to J.D./Dr. Cox

	Shawn/Gus from Psych - as opposed to Shawn/Lassiter

	Tony/Rhodey from Iron Man - as opposed to Tony/Pepper or Tony/other MCU guys

	Nick/Hank from Grimm - as opposed to Nick/Monroe or even Nick/Renard

	Fury from MCU - a general lack of shipping

	Sam/Steve from Captain America - as opposed to Steve/Bucky



I ship all of these except Tony/Rhodey, yet that’s the only one I’ve had people perpetually bother me about. Not just one person: lots of people over a long period of time. Why is it always Tony/Rhodey that gets taken as evidence of this issue? Sheesh.

The thing that strikes me here, aside from the obvious, is that the cases where these are one pairing vs. another all have the black guy in the same role: Tubbs, Turk, Gus, Rhodey, Hank, and Sam are all, to one degree or another, the emotionally stable, enabler half of a codependent friendship with a so-beautiful-when-he-cries white guy. (Scotty from I Spy is this too, but there’s no rival pairing: the fandom is just unpopular.) The other member of the rival pairing is a boss/mentor/authority figure character in Miami Vice, Scrubs, and Psych. Steve/Bucky is a buddy ship turned rival ship with lots of built-in angst and drama. It’s not the same kind of power differential, but it is similar for being a ship that is no longer about supportive bffs.

Grimm and the other Tony ships are a slightly different case. Grimm does have a popular-ish ship between the white lead and his boss, but the really big pairing is between him and his other (white) bff. Nick and Monroe’s friendship gets more screen time than Nick and Hank’s, and Monroe is a supernatural creature with a lot of interesting development at the beginning of canon while Hank is a normal human cop who spends several seasons kept out of all of the interesting action. (While I love Nick/Hank, this isn’t one that I usually think of myself when looking at this pattern. Looking at canon now after binge-watching several seasons, the fic is a wasteland of bullshit OOC mired in season 1 characterizations, but if you think about how the fandom developed as the show was first airing, it all makes perfect sense.)

Tony has a lot of different popular ships with different dynamics. What did in Tony/Rhodey for me was the recasting: I hate recasting. It completely derails my investment in a character unless I’m entirely ignoring the canon prior to it and I hated the first casting. (In this case, I loved the original casting and thought they had wonderful chemistry in IM1, so the change was a huge disappointment even though I like Cheadle in other roles and he’s a vastly superior human being.) For me personally—though not, I think, for a lot of fans of Tony pairings—I don’t like Tony all that much, so I do ship Science Bros, but that’s because it’s the most obvious pairing for Bruce. Similarly, I love Pepper, so I like the canon romance. I thought Pepper’s interactions with Maya in IM3 were interesting: I’d totally read Pepper/Maya/Tony. But I didn’t find Pepper’s interactions with Rhodey interesting.

Fury is the odd one out: I can see the argument for him being a case of this because he’s hot and has some tense interactions with many different characters, but he doesn’t have a particular obvious pairing that is suspiciously unpopular in favor of some other pairing. I suspect there would be more Fury/Coulson or Fury/Steve if Fury were white, but I don’t think this is nearly as clear a case as some of these others: he would be tricky to ship and probably not part of a juggernaut no matter what.

Looking at these trends overall, the big thing that occurs to me is that I adore buddy cops, and I especially adore the character who is too sane to be derailed by their crazy mess best friend. I have read Sam/Natasha and Sam/Bucky and Sam-centric fic with Stucky in the background anything else with Sam that MCU fandom produces (and it’s such a big fandom that there is a little bit of everything). I’d read Hank/anybody in Grimm if it existed. I always gravitate to the emotional health is my superpower characters, which is probably why I virtually always like the black guy best in everything.

And that is also exactly why most of fandom does not gravitate to them. We can debate why people love woobies till the cows come home, but as long as this is a dominant taste in fandom and as long as Hollywood casts how it does, black characters are going to be less popular above and beyond the effects of unconscious racism.

I think the reasons are clear: One part is the same baby steps towards progressivism that lead to Flawless Goddesses and Awesome Ladies. We don’t like showing flawed black men because it’s too easy for that to seem racist if the writing isn’t great. We don’t like to show them being sad, depressed messes because that feels like victimization. We don’t like to show them being angry because that feels like a Scary Black Man stereotype. The trouble is that we, as audience members, are much more interested in characters who are a hot mess. Trying not to put anything negative in our characterization of black characters also renders them uninteresting for much of the audience.

Contrast with Luther. I haven’t seen it, but it keeps being pimped to me with extreme glee as woobie!Idris Elba/his hot white lady sociopathic stalker. Their love is so WTFBBQ! Alice/Luther 5eva! Etc. I do think that black characters who don’t have North American accents avoid some of the built-in unconscious US prejudices, but the extreme woobieness and the dirtybadwrong ship strike me as much more salient features here.

  



11. Why POC Are Hard to Write


    
    I brought up vidding because I do think different fanwork types have different things that make them difficult. The big difference between vidding and writing is that vidding is remix and it doesn’t get inside a character’s head or use their voice in the way that fic does.

It’s certainly possible for a vid to be offensive, and anything could trigger bullying if somebody has it in for you, but vids are typically only going to be as offensive as the canon. It’s difficult for them to be massively out of character or for a vidder to introduce their own biases too obviously. Because one stays so outside of the character, each viewer can still see a favorite characterization in the vid even if the vidder sees the character differently. They’re a relatively safe fanwork type.

Graphics and gifsets are quite safe in the same way. I suppose if you did an “aesthetic” post with a black character and some watermelon and fried chicken, people would notice it was racist, but graphics being remix of canon material makes them inoffensive in most cases.

Fanmixes are unlikely to offend anyone unless you’re doing a whole playlist of early 90’s gangsta rap for a prissy, middle class black character who canonically likes Classical or something. It’s hard to know what connection the fanmixer thinks a given song has to the character, so it’s hard to take offense or even disagree.

Art is a little less safe because there’s always the danger of drawing someone’s features too big in a way that comes across as racist caricature. But, if that is avoided, most art doesn’t really get into the character’s head or deal with their voice either, so it’s still easy for fans with different views of a character to enjoy the same art.

Fic has the unique problem that the writer has to replicate the character’s canon speech patterns and come up with thought patterns that seem in-character. This is easy if the characters are Japanese people in anime: they’re written as default, unmarked people, and an English speaker is writing in a different language anyway, so nuances of speech style are already missing. A little Japanese set dressing and a knowledge of canon will satisfy most readers. (And, indeed, plenty of anime fandoms have a huge fic presence in English.) Characters who are non-white ethnic minorities in the US are another story: they may have distinctive styles of speech and cultural referents that the average fic writer doesn’t have a lot of experience replicating. Leave these things out, and you’re white-washing or at least writing them OOC. Put these things in unskillfully, and you’re writing a racist stereotype. Even a middle-class doctor character who sounds exactly like all of their white coworkers arouses this fear in fic writers:


  What if I mess up?


In my experience, writing POC is an experience defined by fear: fear of failure, fear of criticism, fear of seeming racist, fear of accidentally being racist, fear of being bullied. There is no upside: Write white characters, and you can hide in a sea of other people doing the same thing. Write characters of color, and your every move gets scrutinized.

  



12. Fuck Cinnamon Rolls! Vodka for Breakfast! - Why Kylux is More Popular than Stormpilot


    
    Two words: Fear. Bullying.

Okay, three words: Fear. Bullying. Boringness.

Hands up: who nearly choked on their popcorn when Finn and Poe had their meet-cute? What about their ridiculously shippy reunion? Considering that Poe has about 10 minutes of screen time*, that’s some grade-A ship fodder. If one of them were a woman, we’d all be predicting that they’d be canon by next movie. As it is, plenty of people are still expecting it to become canon. I think they’re wrong: Disney doesn’t have the balls. But the cliches and tropes often used to set up heterosexual romance are all right there staring us in the face.

Early on, most of the fannish buzz I heard was about Stormpilot. Fic numbers shot up quickly. People love Rey too, and there’s some Finn/Rey fic, but a lot of us are expecting that to become canon, so we’re not as invested in fic.* And then something changed: some fun fics appeared for Kylo/Hux. And then more. Kylux grew and grew in popularity as Stormpilot stagnated. By now, they’re both big pairings, but Kylux is distinctly bigger, and the gap may be growing.

What happened? We finally have two men of color in a major franchise of a genre fandom loves, playing character types fandom loves, loaded with tropes fandom loves, with tons of canon subtext and actors who joke about that. Both actors are extremely conventionally attractive. And yet the ship of the the funny-looking white guys is more popular?* This is totally the fault of racist whitecock shippers, right?

In a pig’s eye!

Stormpilot is a horrifying example of the other reason people don’t write about characters of color: concern trolling. As I’ve been reading fic, I have regularly come across bullying, flames, and ridiculous trolling in AO3 comments. Tumblr overflows with earnest posts about how having Finn on top replicates racist mandingo tropes—and other posts about how having Poe on top is nothing but the oversexed Latin Lover cliche. You can’t win no matter who’s sticking it in.

Common fic tropes like mild dubcon invite freakouts about how “Choose Not To Warn” is unacceptable on AO3, and the fic should be marked as “rape”, or better yet never written at all. A serious take on sex pollen (that was treated as rape within the story and clearly labeled) got deleted off of AO3 after receiving a deluge of outraged comments over how racist it supposedly was for the following line:




  “You should have fought,” Finn said, his voice thick. “You should have put me down like an animal.”

  “Don’t say that. Don’t you dare say that.” Poe stood up to pace, too agitated to stay still. “Stars, Finn, you drive me insane. It wasn’t your fault, what happened, and I didn’t put myself through all that just to watch you self-destruct afterwards.”


This is what we’re going to try to hound authors off of AO3 over? Really? There is a great deal of baggage over white people thinking of black people as animals, but this is in the context of self-hating direct speech by the character himself that the other character and the narrative itself don’t accept as valid. In a space opera. In a conversation between non-white characters. In a phrasing that doesn’t even directly compare Finn to an animal. If commenters seriously thought this was racist, fair enough: one or two people pointing it out politely would have done the trick. Instead, it started a pile-on that led to the fic being deleted.

(I apologize to the author for bringing this shit up again. I know they’d rather not have any more attention, but this kind of faux-activist bullying is a big issue in TFA fandom and that needs to have a light shined on it if we’re going to have any hope of elevating this fandom and pairing above the vicious cesspit they currently are.)

Why so much outrage over this particular fic? I think it comes down to the Tumblr narrative of “Cinnamon Rolls” vs. “Trash”. Pairings that are relatively sweet or between heroes are elevated to Perfect Cinnamon Roll status and expected to be perfectly unproblematic and politically correct according to the latest Tumblr ideas about identity and terminology. Other ships are pure ~Trash~ that dwells in the dumpster of irredeemable filth and immorality.

When I look back at big pairings over time—Kirk/Spock, Starsky/Hutch, John/Rodney, etc.—I see the same tropes remaining consistently popular. Sex pollen, heats, and other excuses for dubcon are eternally, massively popular. Hurt/comfort, including magical healing cock, remains a perennial favorite. Rival pairings are popular for their built-in tension. Buddy pairings often have fic (or, indeed, canon) where someone suddenly has to go undercover as evil or gets brainwashed by the bad guys to add tension to what would normally be a low-conflict relationship.

Starsky and Hutch are generic good guys and best friends who don’t have a lot of natural tension—until you get to all the episodes where they fight over a woman or one knows the other’s date is evil but botches telling him or somebody is going off the rails because of the stresses of the job. External tension is generated by creepy kidnappers victimizing one of them or by both of them being under investigation by IA and having to band together to clear their names. The episodes fandom cares about and the fics fandom remembers years later are distinguished by having a high level of darkness to struggle against before arriving at a happy ending. Realistic depictions of trauma and recovery are not unpopular, but their popularity has always paled in comparison to that of slightly fluffy, glossed-over versions of the same—i.e. dubcon with a happy ending. Fics that lack conflict—where the characters remain their cinnamon roll selves the whole time—do not stand the test of time. They might get read, but they are quickly forgotten, and they are not what sustains the fandom in the long term.

What is the defining moment of K/S? Amok Time. The one where Spock attempts to murder Kirk—in a sweaty, grappling, totally homoerotic kind of way.

Back to that Stormpilot sex pollen fic: It seems very clear to me reading the (now deleted) comments that the main issue was that the fic introduced serious, dark elements into fluffy Cinnamon Roll land. The other issue was that commenters were looking for a sexy, fun trope with their favorite top topping. When they got something else, they reached for social justice terminology to punish the person responsible.

The pattern holds for other Stormpilot fics that dare to have more plot and darkness than Poe gently holding Finn’s hand while explaining what an erection is.




  “You need to remove the tag ‘first time’ as it is misleading both are promiscuous in this fic not virgins which that tag is used to refer to and people may read/click this expecting something else entirely”


The fuck? When in the history of fandom has ‘first time’ ever actually meant that? Sure, that could just be one person, but I don’t think you’d see that kind of comment on a less cinnamon roll/cinnamon roll pairing.




  “Well that was a pile of steaming crap. Kept hopin it was gonna improve and actually live up to the synopsis. Guess you realised it was rubbish which is why it ends with no actual point or something. 

  Anywats keep practicing you’ll hopefully improve, maybe read some of the better fics out there in the famdom”


Typical trolling, but I don’t see this bull posted on the Stormpilot fics where nothing happens, only the well-written ones with interesting plots.




  “Hmmm fin as a ho doesn’t work, not in this attempt at it anyway. 2/10”


This is on a fic where Poe spent his 20’s having a lot of casual sex and is reflecting on different personality types and what happens when one person wants casual sex and another wants commitment.




  “Then why is it that in every sex pollen fic I’ve seen so far in this fandom, Finn is the reluctant rapist?

  No, seriously, try to picture this fic the other way round, with Poe raping Finn. And if your brain has trouble going there, ask yourself why.”


At the point this comment was made, TFA fandom had very few sex pollen fics. Yes, it’s fair to ask why a given character is on the bottom all of the time. (The answer, as usual, is that everyone’s fave ends up on the bottom 90% of the time, and fandom is even more gaga for Poe than for Finn.) But to make this comment when there are so few fics to see a pattern in smacks of top/bottom wank.




  “Nice! This should have a rape/non-con archive warning, though. Just for safety.”

  “Not every “Choose Not to Warn” is non-con. Just bc the author can get away with not tagging their rape fic on a technicality, doesn’t mean it’s an okay thing for them to do.”

  “You need a non-con warning.

  Grow the fuck up and put appropriate warnings on your work regardless of what the stupid guidelines are.”

  “it was pretty irresponsible of you as the author not to properly warn your readers that something potentially harming to their mental health was written into the story. If you didn’t want to spoil your story for people reading through the summaries, fine. You could have said warnings inside the story or something and then put the warnings in a note before the story. I’m not trying to be unreasonable here and I understand that you put a ‘author chose not to warn’ tag. But does that mean that we should automatically be okay with the author triggering people without even trying to warn us?”

  “[Using a noncon warning instead of CNTW is] pretty standard fandom etiquette though, that’s what the warnings are there for.”


All on ‘choose not to warn’ fics. As though AO3 wasn’t set up from the very start to make CNTW an explicit part of the site design! That’s not a technicality: that’s a compromise arrived at after close examination of dozens of prior fic archives and their policies over many years of fandom history.

I have every sympathy for accidentally clicking on the wrong thing, but I have none for trying to guilt trip authors into not using CNTW or for pestering them to put warnings in a note before the fic. An “I realize this kink is bad” note is a gigantic buzzkill; no writer should be expected to put that before the fic where every single reader will have to scroll past it, even in cases where they feel the need to provide it for sensitive readers. Some writers want to slather the beginning of their fic with notes like that, and that’s fine, but AO3 is not a safe space guaranteed to be free from disturbing fics. Just the opposite, in fact. It should be up to writers to determine their own labeling styles and readers to embrace or avoid them as they see fit.

Now, TFA is a very popular fandom, so there are many other normal comments, but there was a flood of precious nonsense right as the fandom was getting big. I think it greatly contributed to Stormpilot plateauing.

Kylux, in contrast, is a villain ship of a whiny asshole who is stuck emotionally in his early teens and a one-note space fascist, both white. They are devoid of redeeming features, so nobody holds them to any cinnamon roll standard. Their shippers feel no need to justify writing trashy, fun fic using favorite tropes. No shit, this ship is growing exponentially in popularity. It’s not because they’re white: it’s because you can write about them fucking without getting a bunch of concern trolls all up in your business.

Since then, Kylux has spawned many a kinky fic with every sort of absurd trope. I keep seeing friends get into it and rec it to others because it’s where the good shit is getting posted. Like kink? Like batshit fluff involving cats? Like wacky crackfic? Come to Kylux!

This is the real killer of POC pairings: we like to read things that aren’t nice, that aren’t clean, that aren’t okay in real life. We like stupid AUs and cracky nonsense that gets canon personalities all wrong and avoids thinking about any serious issues. Treating a POC pairing like we’d treat a white pairing invites accusations of racism. Treating a POC pairing differently from how we’d treat a white pairing also invites accusations of racism. It’s easier to just avoid any part of fandom where this might be an issue. I have no problem with calling out obvious racism in fics or writing meta about who tops and why, but there is a point where would-be activism, especially would-be activism directly in the comments on fic backfires. Instead of inspiring the writer to improve, it has a chilling effect on anyone interested in the ship or the characters. I have already heard many people comment that they are avoiding Stormpilot either because of the reputation of its fans as sanctimonious bullies or because the fic is so unrelentingly dull, bland, and conflictless. As a huge fan of Stormpilot and somebody who is usually into tiny pairings or dead fandoms, this depresses me. Ultimately, the only rule of fandom is this:

Make fandom stressful or boring, and people will leave.

Make fandom fun and relaxing, and people will show up in droves.

  
Notes for the Chapter:
          * 15 if you count the ship exterior shots between shots of him. And, yes, I did count. That’s vidding for you.

* For the record, I think having a black man/white woman ship at the heart of Star Wars would be incredibly revolutionary and I will be delighted if that happens. The bitter tears of rage from Star Wars’ many racist fanboys will be a delicious icing on the cake.

* I know Adam Driver has been shirtless a lot, and we all loved Domhnall Gleeson in Ex Machina. I wouldn’t say they’re unattractive, but they’re absolutely not as conventionally attractive.

ETA: This very interesting meta on TFA shipping trends has just been brought to my attention. It shows an early spike in Stormpilot, followed by a sharp falloff.

        




13. Indoctrinating Your Vagina


    
    One final note: So you don’t like your shipping tastes? You wish you were attracted to different people? I don’t think you owe it to anyone to find them hot, but if your general trend is towards white, white, white, nothing but white, and that bugs you, it’s fixable.

Personally, when I was 14, I was attracted to guys who looked like young, blond, uber-WASP-y James Spader and to anime characters. In my 30s, my taste is epitomized by Oscar Isaac in beardy phase and every hot black guy from everything ever. Is one objectively better than the other? IDK. It would be a lot easier to use whitebread OKC if I still had my 14-year-old tastes. But the point is that tastes do naturally change over time. They change with positive exposure to new stimuli.

If you want to find more characters of color to ship, you need to consciously seek out media that feature people of color playing roles you would already be interested in. If you’re like most of us, that means space opera or crime thrillers full of hoyay or something fun, not a depressing, realistic drama about social issues. Look around: these media exist. Media that feature no major white characters work best: POC will be playing the square-jawed hero, and the funny sidekick, and the scenery-chewing nemesis, and the love interest, and whatever role it is you normally like. But any media with a prominent person of color playing a type of role you normally like are good. Spend a couple of years watching a steady diet of that instead of all-white media, and I guarantee you’ll develop some new tastes. It’s a fun project if it’s something you want to do. Don’t do it out of guilt: don’t make it un-fun. Your subconscious is a wily beast, and it will resist all efforts of that kind.


  
    If you’re more of a reader than a writer… well, you may need to become a gif-maker or a vidder or a fanmixer. If you wait around for fandom to deliver you a perfect POC pairing, complete with lots of fic and other people who already ship it, it’s not going to happen. Unless it’s stormpilot. Because that’s been handed to us on a silver platter.
  



  
    And now, if you’ll excuse me. I have some dubcon tentacle porn to write.
  


  


OEBPS/images/ffdl-0.jpg
-

Ithinkit's ridiculous and kind of sad how many slash fans (made up of mostly white, cisgender
wwomen) think that their * preference” for white dick on white dick is somehor completely above
criticism. The more thoughtful meta and essays I read on this subject, the more I'm convinced (a5
a white passing person myself) that this "preference” is latent racism. Every justification, excuse,
and deflection I see from slash fans about why they don't sash [insert man of colour] with anyone.
just reads like the same tired old bullshit. At what point are slash fans going to admit that we have
justas big of a race problem as regular fandom, maybe even at some times cven a much bigger

Secret because: Nobody likes being called a racist,not even  latent one. And instead of being
self-reflective about slash (and yaoi) fandom's major problems (and there are plenty), they Il
scream and stomp their fect like angry five year olds until someone soothes their white tears.
Wow, Inever thought I would use the phrase "shite tears" but to be honest, there s really no
other word for how offended I see some slash fans act when you comment on how lilywhite dick
on ghostpale dick i allthe fandom at large slashes.
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Doctor: How is she?
Nurse: We lost her. She’s...gone.

Doctor: Damn it... What was her
illness?

Nurse; She was hit by the... feels.
Doctor: Oh, no...What fandom?

*Dramatic Music*





